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1
TEXT EDITING APPARATUS AND STORAGE
MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from JP 2007-179421,
filed Jul. 9, 2007, the contents of which are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates to a text editing apparatus
that edits a text based on operation input by an operator.

2. Description of the Related Art

Atext editing apparatus that creates and displays a plurality
of character string conversion candidates when an operator
inputs an operation is known. As a prior art concerning such
a text editing apparatus, there is one disclosed in, e.g., JP, A,
2000-259617. In this prior art, an operator selects a character
string that the operator wants to convert from created and
displayed character strings as conversion candidates, and per-
forms final determination input. A text editing apparatus car-
ries out learning for associating the character input effected
by the operator before creating the conversion candidates
with character string data at the time of selective final deter-
mination input by the operator based on this final determina-
tion input operation (learning upon final determination).

As explained above, in the prior art, learning is performed
at the time of selective final determination input by an opera-
tor (learning upon final determination). In this case, however,
when the operator executes, e.g., input of character string
data, display of conversion candidates, selective final deter-
mination input, editing a finally-determined character string
(e.g., deletion/addition of a character), and printing (or stor-
age) in the mentioned order, editing (e.g., deletion/addition of
a character) after the selective final determination is not
reflected in a character string that is displayed as a candidate
at the time of the next conversion. Therefore, even if the
operator wants to print or store the same character string
again, he/she must perform the same editing with respect to a
displayed candidate, which is inconvenient.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide a text
editing apparatus that can reduce an operation burden at the
time of editing, and a recording medium able to be read by a
computer.

To achieve this object, an aspect of the present application
comprises a display device that displays a character string; an
operation device that enables an operator to input an opera-
tion; a conversion candidate creating portion that creates at
least one conversion candidate associated with a character
input by the operator with the operation device and outputs a
signal for displaying the created conversion candidate in the
display device; a finally-determined character string output
portion, based on an input of a selective final determination by
the operator with the operation device associated with display
of'the conversion candidate in the display device, that outputs
a signal for displaying the corresponding conversion candi-
date as a finally-determined character string in the display
device; and a learning portion that learns and stores character
string data displayed in the display device for the next cre-
ation of the conversion candidate at the time of an input of a
learning instruction by the operator with the operation device
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different from the time of the input of the selective final
determination by the operator with the operation device.

In the aspect of the present disclosure, when the operator
uses the operation device to input characters, the display
device displays at least one conversion candidate created by
the conversion candidate creating portion. When the operator
sees this displayed conversion candidate and uses the opera-
tion device to perform selective final finally-determination
input, the determined character string output portion creates a
conversion candidate associated with this final determination
input as a finally-determined character string, and the display
device displays this character string. The character string
displayed in the display device in this manner is printed on a
printing object or output to storage device to be stored, for
example.

Here, character string data at the time of input of the selec-
tive final determination by the operator is usually learned
(learning upon final determination). In this case, when the
operator executes, e.g., input of the character string data,
display of the conversion candidate, selective final determi-
nation input, editing the finally-determined character string
(e.g., deletion/addition of a character), and print (or storage)
in the mentioned order, editing after the selective final deter-
mination (e.g., deletion/addition of a character) is not
reflected in a character string that is displayed as a candidate
in the next conversion. Therefore, even if the operator wants
to print or store the same character string again, he/she must
perform the same editing again with respect to the displayed
candidate, which is inconvenient.

On the other hand, according to the aspect, when the opera-
tor inputs a predetermined learning instruction, the learning
portion learns and stores character string data displayed in the
display device at this moment. That is, the learning/storage
device does not learn at the time of input of the selective final
determination by the operator like conventional means but
learns and stores at the time of input of a learning instruction.
Therefore, in the above example, by inputting the learning
instruction at the time of execution of, e.g., printing or storage
after editing following the selective final determination, the
edited character string data can be learned. Consequently,
editing after the selective final determination (e.g., deletion/
addition of a character) can be reflected in a character string
that is displayed as a candidate in the next conversion. There-
fore, the above-explained inconvenience that the operator
must perform the same editing in the next conversion can be
eliminated, and an operation burden can be reduced, thereby
improving convenience.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an appearance struc-
ture of a tape printing apparatus including a text editing
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual top view showing an outline of a
structure of a tape cassette.

FIG. 3 is a function block diagram showing an example of
a structure of a control system provided in the tape printing
apparatus.

FIG. 4 is a function block diagram showing a functional
structure of a text creation program.

FIG. 5A to 5E are views showing an example of display in
a display part when creating an English text.

FIG. 6A to 6C are views showing another example of
display in the display part when creating an English text.

FIGS. 7A to 7E are views showing an example of display in
the display part when creating a Japanese text.
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FIG. 8A to 8C are views showing another example of
display in the display part when creating a Japanese text.

FIG. 9A to 9B are views showing an example of display in
the display part when creating a text without using a dictio-
nary.

FIG. 10A to 10C are views showing another example of
display in the display part when creating a text without using
a dictionary.

FIG. 11A to 11C are views showing still another example
of display in the display part when creating a text without
using a dictionary.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing a control processing proce-
dure in text creation processing.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing a procedure of processing
according to a modification of performing storage process-
ing, and associated with FIG. 12.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the present disclosure will now be
explained hereinafter with reference to the drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1, the tape printing apparatus 1 according
to the first embodiment of the present disclosure has an appa-
ratus main body 2 and a tape cassette 3, and creates a character
string printed tape as a sticker or a label that is attached to a
utilization target and is used in this state. That is, a text for
printing formed of an arbitrary character string is created by
an operation from a user. Then, this text is printed on a
printing tape 4 (see FIG. 2) to create a printed tape 5 (see F1G.
2). Then, the printed tape 5 is cut off from the printing tape to
create a character string printed tape 6. It is to be noted that
“character” in “character string” in this specification means a
mark or a graphic symbol as well as a character in a general
sense.

The apparatus main body 2 includes an operation part 11, a
display part 12, and a printing part 13. The operation part 11
is formed into a structure conforming to a general keyboard in
the illustrated example. Specifically, in the operation part 11
are provided a character key group 15 including various kinds
of keys that are used to input characters (e.g., Japanese syl-
labary characters or alphabets) or numbers, a space key 16
that is used to insert a space in a text in process of creation, a
conversion key 17 that is used to display conversion candi-
dates of a character string input by an operator through the
character key group 15, an enter key 18 that is used to finally
determine a character string selected from the conversion
candidates displayed by the conversion key 17 as a converted
character string, a deletion key 19 that is used to delete, e.g.,
a character during editing of a text in process of creation, a
cursor key 20 that is used for an operation of moving a cursor
in the display part 12, a print key 21 that is used to input a
printing instruction, and a save key 22 that is used to input a
storage instruction for a text.

The display part 12 is formed of, e.g., a liquid crystal
display, and performs display of an input character string as a
character string that is input by an operator through the opera-
tion part 11 for text creation, display of conversion candidates
required to convert the input character string into a desired
converted character string, display of a converted character
string that the operator selects from the displayed conversion
candidates and finally determines, and others.

In the printing part 13, a cassette attachment part 23 is
provided, a printing part cover 24 that covers the cassette
attachment part 23 is provided so as to be openable/closable,
and the tape cassette 13 can be attached to the cassette attach-
ment part 23 in a state where the printing part cover 24 is
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opened. Further, in the printing part 3, a ribbon take-up spool
driving shaft 25, a thermal head 26, a tape feeding roller
driving shaft 27, and others are provided as main printing
mechanism elements along the cassette attachment part 23.
Using these printing mechanism elements enables perform-
ing printing on the printing tape 4 while pulling out the
printing tape 4 from the tape cassette 3. Furthermore, a cutter
level 28 is provided in the printing part 13, and operating this
cutter lever 28 enables cutting off the printed tape 5 from the
printing tape 4 to provide the character string printed tape 6.

As shown in FIG. 2, the printing tape 4 as a long printing
medium formed by using a transparent film, an ink ribbon 29
used for printing on the printing tape 4, and a double-stick
tape 30 that is attached to a back surface of the printed tape 5
produced by performing printing on the printing tape 4 are
provided in the tape cassette 3 in a state where these members
are wound around supply spools 4s, 29s, and 30s in the form
of rolls, respectively. Moreover, a used ribbon take-up spool
31 that takes up the used ink ribbon 29 is provided. Addition-
ally, a tape feeding roller 32 that feeds the printed tape 5
toward the outside of the tape cassette 3 and puts the double-
stick tape 30 onto the back surface of the printed tape 5 is
provided.

When such a tape cassette 3 is attached to the cassette
attachment part 23 in the printing part 13 of the apparatus
main body 2, the ribbon take-up spool driving shaft 25 of the
cassette attachment part 23 is coupled with the used ribbon
take-up spool 31. Further, the tape feeding roller driving shaft
27 of the cassette attachment part 23 is coupled with the tape
feeding roller 32, and the thermal head 26 of the printing part
13 enters an opening part 33. Furthermore, in printing, the
ribbon take-up spool driving shaft 25 and the tape feeding
roller driving shaft 27 are synchronously rotated by a non-
illustrated driving source, e.g., a motor, thereby synchro-
nously rotating the ribbon take-up spool 31 and the tape
feeding roller 32.

As a result, the printing tape 4 and the ink ribbon 29 are
pulled out from the respective supply spools 4s and 29s,
superimposed on each other, and fed to the thermal head 26.
Moreover, a text as a printing target is printed with the thermal
head 26 pressed by a platen roller 34. Based on this printing,
the printed tape 5 is carried and supplied to the outside by the
tape feeding roller 32 while putting the double-stick tape 30
pulled out from the supply spool 30s by the tape feeding roller
32 thereon by a pressure roller 35. Additionally, when an
operator operates the cutter level 28 upon completion of nec-
essary printing, the printed tape 5 is cut off from the printing
tape 4 to form the character string printed tape 6.

At this time, the platen roller 34 and pressure roller 35 are
disposed in a roller holder 36. Further, the roller holder 36 is
provided to enable its swiveling motion around a swiveling
supporting point 37 and can selectively take a state indicated
by asolid line in the drawing (a pressing state where the platen
roller 34 and the pressure roller 35 perform necessary press-
ing) and a non-pressing state indicated by an imaginary line in
the drawing.

A control system provided in the tape printing apparatus 1
is shown in FIG. 3. The control system controls an execution
of'a series of processing from the above-explained creation of
a text to creation of the character string printed tape 6.

In acontrol system 40 depicted in FIG. 3, the operation part
11, the display part 12, and each printing mechanism element
42 are connected with a control part 41 through an input/
output interface 43.

The control part 41 has a CPU 44 that performs arithmetic
processing for control, a main storage device 45 that tempo-
rarily stores a program required for the arithmetic processing
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in the CPU 44 or temporarily stores an arithmetic processing
result obtained by the CPU 44, a program storing storage
device 46 that stores various kinds of programs used for
control, a printing data storing storage device 47 that stores
printing data such as dot pattern data or graphic pattern data,
a dictionary storing storage device 48 that stores dictionaries
used to create a text, a learning storage device 55 that stores a
learning result, and a text storing storage device 49 serving as
storage device for saving a created text.

The program storing storage device 46 stores a text cre-
ation program (a character conversion processing program
for text printing) and a printing program 52.

The dictionary storing storage device 48 stores a publicly
known Japanese text dictionary (a language dictionary con-
version program. A so-called Chinese character dictionary is
included) 53 and an English text dictionary (a language dic-
tionary conversion program) 54 respectively compatible with
Japanese texts and English texts (specifically, English texts)
in this example. It is to be noted that language dictionary
conversion programs for various languages, e.g., German,
French, Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, Chinese, or Korean besides
Japanese or English may be appropriately stored. Further-
more, when executing such a learning function alone as
depicted in later-explained examples in FIGS. 9 to 11 (since
dictionaries are not used), this dictionary storing storage
device 48 may be eliminated.

As shown in FIG. 4, the text creation program 51 includes
an input character display processing part 56 that executes
processing for displaying a character string input by an opera-
tor through the operation part 11 in the display part 12, a
conversion candidate creation/display processing part 57 that
executes processing for creating conversion candidates of an
input character string displayed in the display part 12 based
on retrieval and extraction from the Japanese text dictionary
53 or the English text dictionary 54 and displaying the created
conversion candidates in the display part 12, a converted
character string final determination part 58 that executes pro-
cessing for finally determining a conversion candidate
selected by the operator from the plurality of conversion
candidates displayed in the display part 12 as a converted
character string, a converted character string display process-
ing part 59 that executes processing for displaying the finally-
determined converted character string in the display part 12,
a text display processing part 60 that executes processing for
displaying a text formed of the converted character string in
the display part 12, a text editing part 61 that executes pro-
cessing involved in editing of the text displayed in the display
part 12 by the operator, and a learning part 62 that executes
processing for learning about creation of the text.

The learning part 62 is formed of a Japanese text learning
part 63 that is used for learning about creation of a Japanese
text and an English text learning part 64 that is used for
learning about creation of an English text. Here, each display
processing with respect to the display part 12 is also process-
ing involving processing for outputting a signal for display in
the display part 12.

Examples of display in the display part 12 in a text creation
process using the above-described text creation program 51
will now be explained with reference to FIGS. 5 to 11. Here,
three examples, i.e., an example of text creation using the
English text dictionary 54, an example of text creation using
the Japanese text dictionary 53, and an example of text cre-
ation without using dictionaries will be sequentially
explained.

It is to be noted that a situation where three screens, i.e., an
input character string display screen 66, a conversion candi-
date display screen 67, and a text display screen 68 are dis-
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played in the display part 12 in parallel will be explained in
the following examples, but the present disclosure is not
necessarily restricted thereto. For example, respective sets of
processing, i.e., input character string display processing,
conversion candidate display processing, and text display
processing may be executed in one screen, or two sets of
processing, i.e., conversion candidate display processing and
text display processing alone may be executed in a common
screen. When the screen is shared in this manner, each screen
can be used in accordance with a flow of processing.

(A) Text Creation using English Text Dictionary

(A-1) First Text Creation

An example of creating a text “Conf Ro 10” representing
an abbreviation of a 10th conference room is described by
using FIGS. 5A to 5E. It is assumed that an operator first
inputs “Co” through the character key group 15 in the opera-
tion part 11. Consequently, as depicted in FIG. 5A, an input
character string “Co” is displayed in the input character string
display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “Coach”, “Conference”, and
“Connect” for the input character string “Co” are displayed in
the conversion candidate display screen 67. Further, selecting
and finally determining “Conference” as a converted charac-
ter string from the conversion candidates by using, e.g., a
cursor key 20 enables creating a text formed of the converted
character string “Conference”, and this text is displayed in the
text display screen 68. It is to be noted that the character string
is displayed with hatching in the conversion candidate display
screen 67, and this means that this character string is selected/
finally determined.

Then, since characters “erence” are not required, the opera-
tor uses a deletion key 19 to delete “erence”. As a result, as
shown in FIG. 5B, characters “Conf” alone are displayed in
the text display screen 68.

Furthermore, the operator inputs “R” through the character
key group 15 in the operation part 11. As a result, as shown in
FIG. 5C, aninput character string “R” is displayed in the input
character string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “Read”, “Room”, and ‘“Russia”
for the input character string “R” are displayed in the conver-
sion candidate display screen 67. Moreover, selecting and
finally determining “Room” as a converted character string
from these conversion candidate by using, e.g., the cursor key
20 enables creating and adding a text formed of the converted
character string “Room”. As a result, a text “Conf Room”
having “Room” added to the previously created “Conf™ is
displayed in the text display screen 68.

Then, since characters “om” are not required, the operator
uses the deletion key 19 to delete “om”. Consequently, as
shown in FIG. 5D, characters “Conf Ro” alone are displayed
in the text display screen 68.

Additionally, it is assumed that the operator inputs “10”
through the character key group 15 in the operation part 11
based on an intention to display the next characters “10”. As
aresult, as shown in FIG. 5E, an input character string “10” is
displayed in the input character string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state (it is assumed that figures are not converted. It is to be
noted that any other appropriate key than the conversion key
17 may be used), a text including the character string “10” is
created and added. As a result, a text “Conf Ro 10” having
“10” added to the previously created character string “Conf
Ro” is brought to completion, and this text is displayed in the
text display screen 68.
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Further, when the print key 21 is operated in this state, the
character string printed tape 6 on which “Conf Ro 10” is
printed is created. It is to be noted that a learning function is
executed by the operation of the print key 21 at this time
(which will be explained later in detail), and character string
data “C” (or “Co”) before the conversion operation in
“CoR10” input thus far by the operation of the character key
group 15 by the operator is associated with “Conf Ro 10” to
be stored.

(A-2) Second Text Creation

An example where a text “Conf Ro 11” representing an
11th conference room is created after the first creation of the
text “Conf Ro 107, is described by using FIGS. 6A to 6C
show. At this time, the operator inputs “C” (alternatively,
“Co” may be input. This can be likewise applied to the fol-
lowing examples) through the character key group 15 in the
operation part 11. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 6A, an
input character string “C” is displayed in the input character
string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, since character string data “C” is associated with “Conf
Ro 10” by the above-explained learning function, a conver-
sion candidate “ConfRo 10” for the input character string “C”
is displayed in the conversion candidate display screen 67.
Further, selecting and finally determining this “Conf Ro 10”
as a converted character string by using, e.g., the cursor key
20 enables creating a text formed of the converted character
string “Conf Ro 107, and this text is displayed in the text
display screen 68.

Then, to delete a character “0”” and substitute this character
by “17, the operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “0”. As
a result, as shown in FIG. 6B, characters “Conf Ro 1” alone
are displayed in the text display screen 68.

Furthermore, the operator inputs “1” through the character
input group 15 in the operation part 11. As a result, as shown
in FIG. 6C, an input character string “1” is displayed in the
input character string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, a text formed of the character string “1” is created and
added as it is (since a numeric character is not converted).
Consequently, a text “Conf Ro 11” in which “1” is added to
the previously created “Conf Ro 17 is brought to completion,
and this text is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Moreover, when the print key 21 is operated in this state,
the character string printed tape 6 on which “Conf Ro 11 is
printed is created. It is to be noted that the characters string
data “C” (or “Co”) is stored in association with “Conf Ro 117
by the operation of the print key 21 at this moment like the
above example.

(B) Text Creation using Japanese Text Dictionary

(B-1) First Text Creation

An example of creating a text “Kaibi 2 (&1 2)” represent-
ing a second equipment in a conference room, is described by
using FIGS. 7A to 7E. It is assumed that the operator first
inputs “Kaigi (#¥ ¥ )’ through the character key group 15 in
the operation part 11 based on an intention to readily display
a character “Kai (£ )”. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 7A,
an input character string “Kaigi (V& )" is displayed in the
input character string display screen 66.

When the operator operators the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “Kaigi (£ )7, “Kaigi (185 )7,
and “Kaigi ( #7- ¥ )” for the input character string “Kaigi (
AV )” are displayed in the conversion candidate display
screen 67. Moreover, selecting and finally determining
“Kaigi (=# ) as a converted character string from these
conversion candidates by using, e.g., the cursor key 20
enables creating a text formed of the converted character
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string “Kaigi (=% )”, and this text is displayed in the text
display screen 68. It is to be noted that the character string is
displayed with hatching in the conversion candidate display
screen 67 and this means that this character string is selected/
finally determined.

Thereafter, since a character “Gi (# )™ is not required, the
operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “Gi (# ). Conse-
quently, as shown in FIG. 7B, a character “Kai (£ )” alone is
displayed in the text display screen 68.

Additionally, it is assumed that the operator inputs “Bihin
(U'OA ) through the character key group 15 in the operation
part 11 based on an intention to readily display the next
character “Bi (#)”. As a result, as shown in FIG. 7C, a
character string “Bihin ('O'A2)” is displayed in the input
character string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “Bihin (4% )” and “Bihin (
£ k& /)7 for the input character string “Bihin (FUMA ) are
displayed in the conversion candidate display screen 67. Fur-
ther, selecting and finally determining “Bihin ()" as a
converted character string from these conversion candidates
by using, e.g., the cursor key 20 enables creating and adding
atext formed of the converted character string “Bihin ( 4 ).
As a result, a text “Kaibihin (£%#& )” in which “Bihin (
b )" is added to the previously created “Kai (£ )” is dis-
played in the text display screen 68.

Subsequently, since a character “Hin (& )" is not required,
the operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “Hin ().
Consequently, as shown in FIG. 7D, characters “Kaibi (
%{# ) alone are displayed in the text display screen 68.

Furthermore, it is assumed that the operator inputs “Ni (
{Z ) through the character key group 15 in the operation part
11 based on an intention to display the next character “2”.
Consequently, an input character string “Ni (1Z)” is dis-
played in the input character string display screen 66 as
shown in FIG. 7E.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “27, “Ni (Z)”, “Ni (#)”, and
“Ni (#)” for the input character string “Ni ({Z )" are dis-
played in the conversion candidate display screen 67. More-
over, selecting and finally determining “2” as a converted
character string from these conversion candidates by using,
e.g., the cursor key 20 enables creating and adding a text
formed of the converted character string “2”. As aresult, a text
“Kaibi 2 (%f#)” in which “2” is added to the previously
created text “Kaibi (£1# )” is brought to completion, and this
text is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Additionally, when the print key 21 is operated in this state,
the character string printed tape 6 on which “Kaibi 2 (={# )~
is printed is created. It is to be noted that the learning function
is executed by the operation of the print key 21 at this moment
(which will be explained later in detail), and character string
data “Ka (%*)” (or “Kai (%>V“)”) before the conversion
operation in “Kaigibihinni (%> & WO AAZ)Y” input thus far
by operating the character key group 15 by the operator is
associated with “Kaibini (=1# )" to be stored.

(B-2) Second Text Creation

An example of creating a text “Kaibi 3 (&1# )" representing
a third equipment in the conference room after the first cre-
ation of the text “Kaibi 2 (%% )”, is described by using FIGS.
8A to 8C. At this time, the operator inputs “Ka (#*)” (alter-
natively, “Kai (#*V)” may be input. This can be likewise
applied to the following examples) through the character key
group 15 in the operation part 11. As a result, an input char-
acter string “Ka (#*)” is displayed in the input character
string display screen 66 as depicted in FIG. 8A.
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When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, since the character string data “Ka (#*)” is associated
with “Kaibi 2 (&4 2)” by the above-explained learning func-
tion, a conversion candidate “Kaibi 2 (£1# 2)” for the input
character string “Ka (#*)” is displayed in the conversion
candidate display screen 67. Further, selecting and finally
determining this “Kaibi 2 (&% )” as a converted character
string by using, e.g., the cursor key 20 enables creating a text
formed of the converted character string “Kaibi 2 (&1# 2)”,
and this text is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Then, the operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “2”
with an intention to delete a character “2” and substitute the
same by “3”. As a result, characters “Kaibi (%=1 )” alone are
displayed in the text display screen 68 as shown in FIG. 8B.

Furthermore, it is assumed that the operator inputs “San (
& A )” through the character key group 15 in the operation
part 11 based on an intention to display the next character “3”.
Consequently, as shown in FIG. 8C, an input character string
“San (& A )" is displayed in the input character string display
screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “2”, “San (= )”, “San (B ), and
“San (¥ )” for the input character string “San (& A )” are
displayed in the conversion candidate display screen 67.
Moreover, selecting and finally determining “3” as a con-
verted character string from these conversion candidates by
using, e.g., the cursor key 20 enable creating and adding a text
formed of the converted character string “3”. Consequently, a
text “Kaibi 3 (%1 3)” in which “3” is added to the previously
created text “Kaibi (£1% )” is brought to completion, and this
text is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Additionally, when the print key 21 is operated in this state,
the character string printed tape 6 on which “Kaibi 3 (&1 )”
is printed is created. It is to be noted that the character string
data “Ka (#*)” (or “Kai (#>V>)”) is associated with “Kaibi 3
(=14 3)” to be stored by the operation of the print key 21 at
this moment like the above example.

(C) Text Creation without using Dictionary

(C-1) First Text Creation

An example where a text “AB 1239” representing, e.g., a
management number for a commodity is created, is described
by using FIGS. 9A to 9B. It is assumed that the operator first
inputs “AB” through the character key group 15 in the opera-
tion part 11. As a result, an input character string “AB” is
displayed in the input character string display screen 66 as
shown in FIG. 9A.

Since a dictionary is not used in this example (the dictio-
nary storing storage device 48 is not provided, for example),
when the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this state,
a text formed of the character string “AB” is created (because
conversion storage data is not stored in the learning storage
device 55 at this point in time), and this text is displayed in the
text display screen 68.

Then, the operator inputs “1239” through the character key
group 15 in the operation part 11. As a result, an input char-
acter string “1239” is displayed in the input character string
display screen 66 as shown in FIG. 9B.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, a text formed of the character string “1239” is created
and added as it is like the above example. Consequently, a text
“AB 1239 in which “1239” is added to the previously created
“AB” is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Further, operating the print key 21 in this state enables
creating the character string printed tape 6 on which “AB
1239 is printed. It is to be noted that the learning function is
executed by the operation of the print key 21 at this moment
(which will be explained later in detail), and character string
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data “A” (or “AB”) in “AB1239” input thus far by operating
the character key group 15 by the operator is associated with
“AB 1239” to be stored.

(C-2) Second Text Creation

An example where a text “AB 1240 having a partially
changed number is created after the first creation of the text
“AB 12397, is described by using FIGS. 10A to 10C. At this
time, the operator inputs “A” (alternatively, “AB” may be
input. This can be likewise applied to the following examples)
through the character key group 15 in the operation part 11.
As a result, an input character string “A” is displayed in the
input character string display screen 66 as shownin FIG. 10A.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, since character string data “A” is associated with “AB
1239” by the above-explained learning function, a conversion
candidate “AB 1239~ for the input character string “A” is
displayed in the conversion candidate screen 67. Further-
more, selecting and finally determining this “AB 1239” as a
converted character string by using, e.g., the cursor key 20
enable creating a text formed of the converted character string
“AB 1239”, and this text is displayed in the text display screen
68.

Then, the operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “39”
with an intention to delete a character “39” and substitute it by
“40”. With this operation, characters “AB 12" alone are dis-
played in the text display screen 68 as shown in FIG. 10B.

Moreover, the operator inputs “40” through the character
key group 15 in the operation part 11. As a result, an input
character string “40” is displayed in the input character string
display screen 66 as shown in FIG. 10C.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, a text formed of the character string “40” is created and
added as it is. Consequently, a text “AB 1240 in which “40”
is added to the previously created “AB 12” is brought to
completion, and this text is displayed in the text display
screen 68.

Additionally, operating the print key 21 in this state enables
creating the character string printed tape 6 on which “AB
12407 is printed. It is to be noted that character string data “A”
(or “AB”) before the conversion operation is newly associated
with “AB 1240 to be stored by the operation of the print key
21 at this moment like the above example.

(C-3) Third Text Creation

An example where a text “AB 1241” having a partially
changed number is created after the second creation of the
text “AB 12407, is described by using FIGS. 11A to 11C. At
this time, the operator inputs “A” (alternatively, “AB” may be
input. This can be likewise applied to the following examples)
through the character key group 15 in the operation part 11.
Consequently, an input character string “A” is displayed in
the input character string display screen 66 as shown in FIG.
11A.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, conversion candidates “AB 1240 and “AB 1239” for
the input character string “A” are displayed in the conversion
candidate display screen 67 since the character string data
“A” is associated with “AB 1239” in the first text creation and
the character string data “A” is associated with “AB 1240 in
the second text creation. Further, selecting and finally deter-
mining “AB 1240 (having less difference) as a converted
character string by using, e.g., the cursor key 20 enable cre-
ating a text formed of the converted character string “AB
12407, and this text is displayed in the text display screen 68.

Thereafter, to delete a character “0” and substitute it by “1”,
the operator uses the deletion key 19 to delete “0”. As aresult,
characters “AB 124” alone are displayed in the text display
screen 68 as shown in FIG. 11B.
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Furthermore, the operator inputs “1” through the character
key group 15 inthe operation part 11. Consequently, as shown
in FIG. 11C, an input character string “1” is displayed in the
input character string display screen 66.

When the operator operates the conversion key 17 in this
state, a text formed of the character string “1” is created and
added as it is. As a result, a text “AB 1241 in which “1” is
added to the previously created “AB 124” is brought to
completion, and this text is displayed in the text display
screen 68.

Moreover, operating the print key 21 in this state enables
creating the character string printed tape 6 on which “AB
1241 is printed. It is to be noted that the character string data
“A” (or “AB”) before the conversion operation is newly asso-
ciated with “AB 1241 to be stored by the operation of the
print key 21 at this moment like the above example.

In order to carry out the above-explained text creation
method (the character conversion processing method for text
printing), the text creation processing shown in FIG. 12 is
executed by the control part 41 based on the text creation
program 51.

In FIG. 12, first, at a step S101, a judgment is made upon
whether a first character string is input by the operator
through the operation part 11. When any character string is
input, the judgment is met, and the control proceeds to a step
S102.

At a step S102, a signal required to display the input char-
acter string input at the step S101 is output to the display part
12, and the character string is displayed in the input character
string display screen 66 in the display part 12 as shown in
FIGS. 5A, 7A, 9A, and others.

Then, at a step S103, a judgment is made upon whether the
operator performs the conversion operation through the con-
version key 17 in the operation part 11.

When the conversion operation is not performed, the judg-
ment at the step S103 is not satisfied, and the control proceeds
to a step S104. At the step S104, whether another character
string is input by the operator through the operation part 11 is
judged like the step S101. When no character string is input,
the control returns to the step S103 to repeat the same proce-
dure from the judgment on the conversion operation. When
any character string is input, the judgment at the step S104 is
satisfied, and the control returns to the step S102 to repeat the
same procedure.

On the other hand, when the conversion operation is per-
formed by the operator at the step S103, the judgment is
satisfied, and the control proceeds to a step S105. At the step
S105, conversion candidates for the input character string
input thus far and displayed at the step S102 are created.
Creation of conversion candidates is executed by a function of
the conversion candidate creation/display processing part 57
provided in the text creation program 51 in the program
storing storage device 46 based on the Japanese text dictio-
nary 53 or the English text dictionary 54 in the dictionary
storing storage device 48. Further, if the learning storage
device 55 has a learning result therein, this result is used to
execute this creation.

Thereafter, at a step S106, a signal required to display the
conversion candidates created at the step S105 is output to the
display part 12 to display the conversion candidates in the
conversion candidate display screen 67 in the display part 12
as shown in FIGS. 5A, 7A, and others. Itis to be noted that the
conversion candidates may be displayed based on a scheme of
displaying conversion candidates in the form of a list as long
as possible or a scheme of sequentially displaying respective
conversion candidates by an operation of, e.g., the conversion
key 17.
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Moreover, the control proceeds to a step S107, a judgment
is made upon whether a final determination operation (e.g., an
operation of the enter key 18 in a state where a conversion
candidate to be selected is specified by a cursor) is performed
with respect to the conversion candidates displayed at the step
S106 through the operation part 11. The control returns to the
step S105 to repeat the procedure of creation and display of
the conversion candidates until the final determination opera-
tion is carried out. When the final determination operation is
effected, the judgment at the step S107 is satisfied, and the
control proceeds to a step S108.

At the step S108, a converted character string is selected
and finally determined from corresponding conversion can-
didates in accordance with the final determination operation.
This selection/final determination of the converted character
string enables creating a text formed of this finally-deter-
mined converted character string.

Additionally, the control proceeds to a step S109, a signal
required to display the text finally determined and created at
the step S108 is output to the display part 12, and this text is
displayedin the text display screen 68 in the display part 12 as
shown in FIGS. 5A, 7A, and others.

Subsequently, the control proceeds to a step S110, and a
judgment is made upon whether a printing instruction (an
operation of the print key 21) is issued through the operation
part 11. When the printing instruction is not issued, the con-
trol proceeds to a step S111, and whether another character
string is input by the operator through the operation part 11 is
judged like the step S104. When any character string is input,
the judgment at the step S111 is satisfied, and the control
returns to the step S102 to repeat the same procedure. When
a character string is not input, the control proceeds to a step
S112.

At a step S112, a judgment is made upon whether an
editing operation (deletion of a character in the text by using
the deletion key 19 in this example) is performed by the
operator through the operation part 11 with respect to the text
finally determined at the step S108 and displayed at the step
S109.

When the editing operation is not performed, the judgment
at the step S112 is not satisfied, and the control returns to the
step S110 to repeat the same procedure from a standby mode
for a printing instruction. When the editing operation is per-
formed, the judgment at the step S112 is satisfied, and the
control proceeds to a step S113 to carry out corresponding
editing processing (although a detailed explanation will be
omitted, a character is deleted to create a new character string,
and corresponding display is executed) and then returns to
text display at the step S109.

On the other hand, when the printing instruction (the opera-
tion of the print key 21) is issued through the operation part 11
at the step S110, the judgment is satisfied, and the control
proceeds to a step S120.

At the step S120, learning processing for associating the
input character string input by the operator through the opera-
tion part 11 before creation of conversion candidates at the
step S105 (i.e., at the step S101 or the step S104) with the text
to be printed based on the instruction at the step S110 (i.e., the
character string data displayed at the step S109) to be stored
in the learning storage device 55 is executed. Learning at this
step S120 is learning performed in relation to creation of a
text, i.e., text creation learning, and it is executed by using a
function of the learning part 62 (which is specifically the
Japanese text learning part 63 or the English text learning part
64) provided in the text creation program 51 in the program
storing storage device 46.
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It is to be noted that processing for creating a shortened
input character string formed of approximately one character
or two characters may be performed based on a predeter-
mined rule when the character string input before conversion
is relatively long, and this generated shortened character
string may be associated with the character string data dis-
played at the step S109 to perform the learning processing.

Further, the present disclosure is not restricted to the learn-
ing processing for associating the input character string at the
first step S101 or the step S104 with the character string data
displayed at the step S109 as explained above. That is, it is
also possible to perform learning processing for associating
all input character strings (before conversion) at the step S101
or the step S104 up to a printing operation including an input
character string (before conversion) at the step S104 when the
control returns to the step S102 from the step S111 based on
input of an added character string after finally determining a
character string at the step S108 with the character string data
displayed at the step S109. In this case, when generating the
shortened character string in the above-explained manner,
providing an order according to a base input order of input
characters can suffice. Furthermore, messages “may (a given
shortened character string) be associated with “(a certain
input character)” to be learned?” and “may (the next short-
ened character string) be associated with “(a certain input
character)” to be learned?” can be displayed in the form of a
list or alternately displayed before the learning processing in
accordance with this order to allow the operator to make a
selection.

After end of the learning processing at the step S120, a
control signal or the like required to print the text edited at the
step S113 (finally determined at or before the step S109) is
output to the printing mechanism element 42 at the step S121
to terminate this flow.

As explained above, in this embodiment, a scheme where
learning is performed when a converted character string is
finally determined from conversion candidates for an input
character string (learning upon final determination) is not
adopted, but learning is carried out when a printing instruc-
tion is issued from the print key 21 after finally determining a
converted character string (the step S120 in FIG. 12). For
example, in case of learning upon final determination, when
the operator performs, e.g., input of character string data
(corresponding to the step S101 or the step S104 in FIG. 12),
display of conversion candidates (corresponding to the step
S106), selective final determination (corresponding to the
step S108), editing a finally-determined character string (e.g.,
deletion or addition of a character. This corresponds to the
step S113), and execution of printing (corresponding to the
step S121) are executed in the mentioned order, editing after
the selective final determination (e.g., deletion or addition of
acharacter) is not reflected in candidates displayed in the next
conversion (because learning is effected at the time point
corresponding to the step S108). Therefore, even when print-
ing the same text again is desired (including a case where
printing a slightly changed text is desired), the operator must
perform editing again in the same procedure with respect to
displayed candidates from the beginning, which is inconve-
nient.

On the other hand, in the foregoing embodiment, when the
operator inputs a printing instruction (the step S110), charac-
ter string data displayed in the display part 12 at this moment
(see the step S109) is learned and stored (the step S120). That
is, character input (“C” or “Co” in the example depicted in
FIG. 5) performed by the operator before creating conversion
candidates is not associated with character string data at the
time of selective final determination (“Conference Room 10
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in the above example), but associated with character string
data at the time of printing instruction input (“Conf Ro 10 in
the above example) to be learned and stored.

Therefore, in the next text creation, editing after the selec-
tive final determination (deletion/addition of a character) can
be reflected in candidates displayed at the time of conversion
(“Conf Ro 10~ is displayed as a candidate with respect to
input of “C” or “Co” in the example of FIG. 6 corresponding
to the above example). Therefore, an inconvenience that the
operator must perform the same editing again in the next
conversion can be eliminated, thereby reducing an operation
burden and improving convenience.

In particular, since a character amount of a text to be
created is limited and the same or similar texts are repeatedly
created in the tape printing apparatus 1, the above-explained
learning scheme upon a printing instruction is considerably
highly effective. Further, when a use application is, e.g., a
label, since editing for abbreviating a converted character
string in a text during a creation process is often carried out,
effectiveness of the learning scheme upon a printing instruc-
tion is increased.

It is to be noted that the present disclosure is not restricted
to the foregoing embodiment and can be modified in many
ways without departing from the purpose and the technical
scope of the present disclosure. Such modifications will now
be explained hereinafter in sequence.

(1) When Storage Processing is performed without Print-
ing

That is, in the foregoing embodiment, learning is carried
out when a printing instruction is input as a learning timing
substituting for learning upon final determination where
learning is performed when a converted character string is
finally determined from conversion candidates for an input
character string on the assumption that an operator must
necessarily print a text. In this modification, learning is
effected when a text is temporarily subjected to storage pro-
cessing (when a text is stored and saved in the text storing
storage device 49 in this example) on the assumption that the
text is not (immediately) printed.

The text creation processing shown in FIG. 13 is executed
by a control part 41 according to this modification. In the FI1G.
13, like reference numerals denote procedures equal to those
in FIG. 12.

In the flow depicted in FIG. 13, a step S110' is provided in
place of the step S110 and a step S121' is provided instead of
the step S121 to cope with avoidance of printing mentioned
above.

That is, when the step S109 is finished, at the Step 110", a
judgment is made upon whether a storage instruction (an
appropriate operation for storage in the text storing storage
device 49) is issued through the operation part 11.

If the storage instruction is not issued, the judgment at the
step S110' is not satisfied, and the control proceeds to the step
S111, and the same processing is then performed like the
foregoing embodiment.

When the storage instruction is issued, the judgment at the
step S110' is satisfied, and learning processing is executed at
the same step S110 as that explained above. Subsequently, at
the step S121', atext is stored in the text storing storage device
49, and this flow is terminated.

This modification can obtain substantially the same effect
as that in the foregoing embodiment. That is, when the opera-
tor inputs a text storage instruction (the step S110"), character
string data displayed in the display part 12 at this moment (see
step S109) is learned and stored (the step S120). That is,
character input performed by the operator before creating
conversion candidates is learned and stored in association
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with the character string data obtained at the time of input of
the storage instruction. Therefore, editing (deletion/addition
of a character) after the selective final determination can be
reflected in candidates displayed at the time of conversion in
the next text creation, thereby reducing an operation burden
and improving convenience.

(2) When Mode Switching is Performed

That is, this enables selecting and using the learning
scheme upon input of a printing instruction like the foregoing
embodiment (or the learning scheme upon input of a storage
instruction like the modification (1)) or the regular learning
scheme upon final determination. Although a detailed expla-
nation will be omitted, for example, two modes (a first mode
associated with learning upon, e.g., input of a printing
instruction and a second mode associated with learning upon
final determination) are provided in accordance with these
learning schemes, and switching the two modes by operating
a mode changeover switch appropriately arranged in the
operation part 11 can suffice.

This modification enables selecting learning and storing
character input performed by the operator before creating
conversion candidates in association with character string
data at the time of, e.g., input of a printing instruction or
learning and storing the same in association with character
string data at the time of input of a selective final determina-
tion. As a result, the learning scheme can be selectively uti-
lized based on an advantage for the user, thus further improv-
ing convenience.

Moreover, for example, the foregoing embodiment or the
modifications correspond to the example where the text edit-
ing apparatus is the tape printing apparatus and this tape
printing apparatus includes the operation part or the display
part, but the present disclosure is not restricted thereto. For
example, the present disclosure can be likewise applied to a
tape printing apparatus that is connected with a personal
computer to be used and allows this personal computer to
function as an operation part or a display part. Additionally,
the present disclosure can be likewise applied to text editing
apparatuses other than the tape printing apparatus.

Further, besides the above explanation, techniques based
on the foregoing embodiment or each modification may be
appropriately combined to be utilized.

Besides; although not exemplified, the present disclosure is
modified in many ways to be carried out without departing
from the scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A printing apparatus comprising:

an apparatus main body;

a cassette attachment part that a tape cassette is attached to
and is disposed inside said apparatus main body;

a cover that covers said cassette attachment part and is
disposed at said apparatus main body so as to be open-
able/closable;

a display device and an operation device disposed in por-
tions of said apparatus main body, the portions being not
opened or closed by said cover;

said display device configured to display a character string,
the display device including, on a common single dis-
play, an input character display screen, a conversion
candidate display screen, and a text display screen;

a tape feeding roller driving shaft that is disposed in said
cassette attachment part and is configured to feed a print-
ing tape provided from said tape cassette attached;

a printing device that is disposed in said cassette attach-
ment part and is configured to print a character string on
said printing tape fed;
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said operation device configured to enable an operator to
input an operation, wherein a character input by the
operator is displayed on the input character display
screen,

said operation device including:

a conversion key configured to be used to display said at
least one conversion candidate associated with the char-
acter displayed on the input character display screen;

a selective final determination key configured to be used to
finally determinate a character string selected from the
conversion candidates displayed on said conversion can-
didate display screen as a finally-determined character
string;

a print key configured to be used to output character string
data displayed on said text display screen to said printing
device and to issue a printing instruction;

the printing apparatus further comprising:

a conversion candidate creating portion configured to cre-
ate at the time of an operation of said conversion key at
least one conversion candidate associated with the char-
acter string inputted by the operator with said operation
device and to display the created conversion candidate
on the conversion candidate display screen of said dis-
play device;

a shortened character string creating portion configured to
create a shorted character string formed of one character
or two character on the basis of the character string
inputted by the operator with said operation device; and

a finally-determined character string output portion con-
figured to, based on an operation of said selective final
determination key by the operator with said operation
device associated with the display of said conversion
candidate in said conversion candidate display screen of
said display device, display the corresponding conver-
sion candidate as said finally-determined character
string on the text display screen of said display device;
and

a learning portion configured to learn and store for the next
input operation and creation of at least conversion can-
didate, wherein

the operator is capable of performing an editing operation
of the finally-determined character string on the text
display screen so that the finally-determined character
string on the text display screen is different from the
character string at the time of the operation of said selec-
tive final determination key by the operator,

the printing apparatus further comprises a control portion
having a first mode and a second mode, wherein in the
first mode the control portion controls said printing
device and said learning portion so that said printing
device at the time of input of the printing instruction by
the operator with said print key different from the time of
the operation of said selective final determination key
after the editing operation, prints on said printing tape
character string data displayed on said text display
screen and said learning portion, at the time of the input
of the printing instruction by the operator with said print
key different from the time of the operation of said
selective final determination key, after the editing opera-
tion, learns and stores the shorted character string
formed of one character or two characters created by
said shortened character string creating portion based on
the character string that was input at the time before the
first time of an operation of said conversion key, associ-
ated with character string data displayed on said text
display screen of said display device at the time of the
input of the printing instruction, wherein the second
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mode the control portion controls said printing device said operation device includes a mode changeover switch
and said learning portion so that said printing device at configured to switch said first mode and said second
the time of the operation of said selective final determi- mode, selectively.

nation key after the editing operation, prints on said
printing tape character string data displayed on said text 5
display screen and said learning portion at the time of the
operation of said selective final determination key after
the editing operation, learns and stores the shorted char-

2. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

said editing operation further includes an operation for
deleting a part of said finally-determined character
string by the operator.

acter string formed of one character or two characters 3. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:
created by said shortened character string creating por- 10 said editing operation further includes an operation for
tion based on the character string that was input at the adding a character to said finally-determined character
time before the first time of an operation of said conver- string by the operator.

sion key associated with character string data displayed
on said text display screen of said display device at the
time of the operation of said selective determination key
and wherein

said editing operation includes an operation for abbreviat-
ing said finally-determined character string by the
operator, and L

4. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein:

said control portion controls said learning portion so that

15 said learning portion performs said learning and storage

including a creation of conversion candidates using a
language dictionary conversion program.



